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Mali & MINUSMA

• West Africa 

• Landlocked 

• 4.5 × New Zealand 

• 25 million people 

• 94% Muslim 

• 66% under 25
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Mali & MINUSMA

• 2012 — Tuareg rebellion

• March 2012 — Army stages a coup 

• MNLA & Jihadists take the North — Azawad declared

• Jihadists take control and advance South 

• 2013 — France intervenes

• 2013 — MINUSMA takes over
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Mali & MINUSMA

• 53 countries contributed troops 

• Up to 13,000 military personnel 

• 300+ fatalities 

• One of the UN’s deadliest missions
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Mali & MINUSMA

• 2014–2019 

• Intelligence gathering 

• Special Operations Land Task Group (SOLTG) 

• 1,200+ one-day patrols & 120 multi-day patrols
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Mali & MINUSMA

Helicopter Detachment:

• 4 Apache helicopters

• 3 Chinook helicopters 

• 120 Personnel

Tasks:

• Logistics support

• Aerial reconnaissance

• Aeromedical Evacuation

• Close Air Support
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Mali & MINUSMA

Fire Crew

• 1 Sergeant Major

• 3 Sergeants

• 4 Corporals 

Tasks:

• ARFF

• On-Base Fire & Rescue

• Off-Base Rescue
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Mali & MINUSMA

Equipment:

• 1 Mercedes 290GD Command vehicle

• 2 + 1 Mercedes Actros Out of Area trucks
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Mali & MINUSMA

Vehicle

• Built by Rosenbauer

• Dimensions: 11×2.5×3.5m 

• 700 HP 

• Weight: 29 t

Mission capability
• 40 kVA generator 
• Rear-mounted electric

winch 
• 300 bar air compressor
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Firefighting
• Water tank: 5,000 L 
• Foam tank: 300 L 
• Dry chemical: 135 kg 
• Pump: 3,500 L/min @ 10 bar 
• Bumper turret: 2,000 L/min 
• Rosenbauer FLASH CAFS
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Background
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March 17
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Planning

• Morning: Kidal resupply (Chinook + Apache) 

• Apache aerial gunnery (2 sorties, morning and
afternoon) 

• In between: refuelling, re-arming, crew change 

• Afternoon: further gunnery

• Evening: return of Kidal detachment

Special circumstances

• All operational aircraft committed

• No direct MEDEVAC available
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Captain René Zeetsen First Lieutenant Ernst 
Mollinger
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Reflection
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• Trust is built before the incident

• Train the capability, not the scenario

• Leadership is sometimes about stepping back

• We train for what we hope never happens



Royal Netherlands Air Force41

Mayday, Mayday, Mayday 27 oktober 2026



Royal Netherlands Air Force42

Mayday, Mayday, Mayday

Thank you for your attention 
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